
My name is Emilie Clark, I am 19 years old and I just finished my freshman year at Long 

Island University Global, a global studies program in which students spend 3 ½ of their 

four-year bachelor degree abroad. A fellow student and I decided to come with JustHope 

on a weeklong service-learning project in Nicaragua before returning home after 

spending the academic year in Costa Rica. As a global studies student I have researched 

and had experience with many aid organizations whose good intentions don’t always 

follow through in their actions.  Although JustHope is a new organization I was amazed 

and deeply moved to see the effects it is already having in its Nicaraguan partner 

communities.  My background in Spanish allowed me to interview locals and I found that 

not only are they enthusiastic and grateful for the work that JustHope has done and the 

resources it has provided, but also most feel as though they are play an important role in 

the development of their communities.  As one community leader explained, JustHope 

helps provide resources to make projects like a potable water system possible, but since 

the members of the communities must devote the manual labor, they feel a strong 

connection, love, and respect for the end product. 

            This week has helped me better understand my role in a larger global picture. I’ve 

seen how history, politics, and economics all intermix and effect the lives of the 

Nicaraguan people fighting against the structure of poverty, as well as my own life as a 

volunteer and citizen of the world. I was surprised and inspired to find human 

connections where I least expected them: the woman raising pigs as a micro-credit 

project, with the dentist who cleaned her teeth, with myself who translated the 

importance of brushing everyday, with the pig that sat at our feet.  We had all come 

together from very different walks of life to be there, working toward the improvement of 

quality of life in an unjust system. We are held together in an unbreakable tie of either 

being components the problem or supporters of the solution. When we go our separate 

ways this tie is not broken.  I will think about it in the grocery store as I decide not to buy 

Nicaraguan grown peanuts knowing they are a favored crop of foreign investors who rent 

local land from farmers who cannot compete in the market and rape the fields with 

unsustainable practices and chemicals before returning it useless to the Nicaraguan 

owners. I will think about it when I vote, when my family spends more money on a meal 

than most Nicaraguans earn to feed their family for a week, when I see (and will now try 

to stop) the abundant waste of medical supplies in the united states while places like 

Chacraseca and Santa Emilia, Nicaragua have next to nothing.  Most importantly, I will 

think about this tie as I interact with people in my day-to-day life. We may have different 

dreams and struggles, yet we all deserve the same respect and tenderness that the people 

of Nicaragua have shown me this past week. Moments shared are no accident. I never 

know the impact I may have on the stranger sitting next to me on a bus.  It may be an 

inspiration to fight for equality and social justice, or a simple smile that will help her get 

along to the next morning.  And, as was the case in Nicaragua, I may be even more 

surprised by what she has to share with me. 

 

 

 

 

 



     As I reflect on the week I spent with JustHope, I continue to be inspired both by what 

I saw in communities and the work of the organization. As a Global Studies student, I 

went on a JustHope trip to learn more about the organization and community 

development in rural Nicaragua. Another student and I conducted interviews among 

community members to learn more about their view of JustHope and their community as 

a whole. 

     An important part of JustHope's mission is the intention to act as partners with the 

communities they work in. There are a number of ways the organization works to 

establish the partner relationship within communities, but for some communities, it is 

difficult to understand that type of relationship after many years experiencing "patron 

relationships", where they are dependent on groups from outside the community.  

In speaking with community members, we looked for how people viewed the relationship 

with JustHope and whether or not they understood it as a partnership. As a student 

interested in development work, it was interesting to see how the intention of a partner 

relationship was taken in these communities. I realized the importance of not only 

working with a specific intention, but also taking time to step back, listen, and see how 

that intention is being received. 

     Even more importantly, these interviews gave me the opportunity to better understand 

life in the communities where JustHope works. In the interviews, we heard both about 

JustHope and peoples' everyday lives. After studying politics and learning about 

community development work, it was meaningful to hear the personal experiences of 

communities affected by those topics. Listening to personal stories gave me a better 

understanding of Nicaragua from the perspective of the Nicaraguan people. I was also 

inspired by the level of involvement within communities, the dedication of the leaders, 

and how welcoming the communities were towards us. I hope to return in the future, but 

for now I know the stories and people I encountered will stay with me and continue to 

inspire me in both my academic and personal life.   – Caitlin 

 

 

 

 


